Potomac Senior High School
“Pride of Potomac” Marching Band Application

Due by JUNE 10, 2011
STUDENT’S NAME: ___________________________________________________________________
(Please print)

MARCHING INSTRUMENT (OR COLOR GUARD) _______________________________________
GRADE IN 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR:  Freshman – Sophomore – Junior – Senior (Circle One)
PARENT’S NAME(S):  FATHER:  _______________________________________________________


             MOTHER: _______________________________________________________
HOME ADDRESS:   ___________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ZIP__________________
HOME PHONE: _______________________PARENT CELL PHONE: _________________________
STUDENT CELL PHONE: ______________________________________________________________

PARENT EMAIL ADDRESS: ______​_____________________________________________________
· FOR RETURNING MEMBERS THE MARCHING BAND APPLICATION AND FEE OF $200 IS DUE JUNE 10, 2011  ($225 AFTER June 18, 2010)
· FOR NEW MEMBERS THE MARCHING BAND APPLICATION AND FEE OF $230 (includes shoes) IS DUE AUG 12, 2011.
· FEES ARE NON-REFUNDABLE
· CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO “PHS BAND BOOSTERS”

· VHSL PHYSICAL FORM DUE FIRST DAY OF BAND CAMP

· ATTENDANCE AT BAND CAMP IS MANDATORY

WE HAVE READ THE POTOMAC HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND INFORMATION PACKET AND ARE FULLY AWARE OF THE TIME, EXPENSE, AND EFFORT THAT IT TAKES TO BE A MEMBER OF THE MARCHING BAND.  WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THAT COMMITMENT TO BE A MEMBER OF THE “PRIDE OF POTOMAC” MARCHING BAND AT POTOMAC HIGH SCHOOL.

_____________________________________________
DATE: ________________

Student Signature

____________________________________________
DATE: ________________

Parent’s Signature

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

BAND T-SHIRT SIZES 
(Shirt sizes go from small to 4XL)

NAME: ____________________________INSTRUMENT_______________________

T-SHIRT SIZE: ____________
POTOMAC H.S. MARCHING BAND

15-Year Virginia Honor Band

2011-2012
I  Overview

A.   Spirit Organization

- Football Games

- Pep Rallies

- Community Parades
B.  A Competitive Band

- Participate at local and state-wide marching competitions

 - Necessary component for Virginia State Honor Band

C.  A Voluntary Organization

D.  Academic Class with appropriate credit recognition

E.  A lot of HARD WORK and a lot of FUN

II  Eligibility
A. Students must maintain Prince William County Grade Requirements as outlined for student athletes.  These requirements can be found in the Potomac Student Handbook.

B. Students must have a VHSL physical examination, completed by a physician, and two Blue Emergency Cards on file in the Band Office on or prior to the first day of Band Camp.  Student physicals are offered at an area PWC high school in the Spring for a fee of $30.00
C. Band members who receive “ISS” or “OSS” during the school year will follow the same penalties as student athletes.

D. Students must be in school for at least two (2) periods to be considered eligible for rehearsals and subsequent games and competitions.

E. All student prescription or over-the-counter medication, along with the completed and signed Prince William County forms, must be in the possession of the Band Staff at all times.

III  Rehearsals
A. Attendance

- No Cut Policy – attendance is MANDATORY
- Marching Band Camp, Competitions, and the Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors Association (VBODA) Festival are MANDATORY
- To receive full credit, participation in all rehearsals and performances is required

B.  Punctuality

- Students are to arrive 10 minutes early to allow for set-up time
- Unexcused tardies will result in a lower grade

C.  Absences

- Absences will only be excused if discussed prior to the absence

- All excused absences require a signed note from the parent/guardian

- Rehearsals, competitions, football games, parades, and the VBODA Festival are MANDATORY; dates for these events are set shortly after Marching Band Camp

IV  Performances
A.   Football Games
- All Home Games

- Away Games – at the discretion of the Marching Band Director

- All playoff football games are considered MANDATORY
B. Competitions

- Marching Band competitions take place on Saturdays during September and October

- Students are provided transportation from Potomac High School

- Students are expected to behave in accordance with the Prince William County Code of Conduct while at all Band events

- Students are not allowed to leave Potomac High School grounds during Band rehearsals or during breaks on performance days

C. VBODA Festival

- This Festival is the culmination of the Marching Band year 
- This event is typically held the last Saturday of October

- This is a MANDATORY event

- Participation in this event is required for band letter recognition 

D. Play-off Football Games

- The Marching Band will perform at all home games

- Participation at away games is at the discretion of the school’s Athletic Director and the Marching Band Director

E. Parades

- Participation is MANDATORY
F.  Cell Phone Policy

- Cell phones must be turned off during rehearsals and performances.  In case of an emergency, students and parents/guardians should the adult chaperones and/or the Band Director.  Phone calls and text messaging are not allowed while watching a performance, during football games, and during rehearsals.  If a student needs to contact or receives a call from a parent/guardian, the student is to find an adult chaperone and make/take the call in the chaperone’s presence.

G. Performance Etiquette

- Students are not to talk, yell or make inappropriate gestures during performances
- Talking or texting on cell phones is not permitted during a performance

- Students are to remain seated while a band is on the field

- Potomac students must be seated with their fellow band members
H.  Football Game Etiquette

- Students are to sit with their sections at all times while in the stands

- Band members cannot talk with friends outside the band during the game
- Students will be given a break during third quarter.  They must be back in their seats by the start of the fourth quarter.  Failure to return on time will result in the loss of third quarter privileges at the next game.  Long lines at the concession stand is not a valid excuse

- Students are to stay attentive to the game as well as the drum major on the podium 

- No food or drinks (except water) are permitted in the stands

V  Transportation

- School buses are provided for all competitions and away football games

- Students must travel to and from events with the band.  Parents are allowed to pick up their child with prior written notice to the Band Director.

- Parents are to pick up their child within 10 minutes of the end of rehearsal or arrival back to Potomac High School

VI  Marching Band Letter/Credit
- The Marching Band letter is earned by maintaining satisfactory membership in Marching Band and completing two entire seasons

- An unexcused absence from any competition or VBODA Festival will automatically forfeit the Marching Band letter

- Students will receive one-half credit for satisfactorily participating in Marching Band

VII  Grading Policy
A.    Marching Band is offered for credit and will be graded accordingly

- Marching Band is a graded course. Participation at rehearsals and events takes priority over non-academic activities

- Grades are determined by:

1.   Being on time, and prepared for rehearsals (Scale Factor 1)

2. Having a positive, hardworking attitude (Scale Factor 1)

3. Being on time, and prepared for football games, competitions, and parades (Scale Factor3)

- All unexcused absences become zeroes at the end of the marking period

- All excused absences will not be counted against a student’s grade

VIII  Uniform

A. Band Uniforms (Jacket/Pants/Hat/Gloves/Band T-Shirt) are provided for the band members.  Wind suits are provided as part of the uniform.  If lost replacements must be purchased for $60. 
- If a student loses their gloves, they will be responsible for purchasing a replacement pair from the Band Boosters for $5
- Cleaning and/or replacement of unreasonable wear or damage to a uniform will be the responsibility of the student

B. Color Guard Uniforms are provided.
C. Students must supply their own black crew length socks

- Marching shoes are ordered by the Band Boosters during Band Camp. Any returning members who need to replace their shoes, the fee is $35 or they may include an additional $30 with their band fee for a total of $230.
- If a student forgets their black socks, they can purchase a pair from the Band Boosters for $3

       D.  Competition

- Students with long hair must put their hair “up” and fit it under their hat.  No hair is to be showing below the brim or back of the hat 

- No jewelry is to be worn during a performance with the exception of medic alert bracelets/necklaces which should be concealed under their uniform
-No nail polish, except clear, can be worn during any performance
- Following a performance at a competition, students are allowed to change out of the formal band uniform

(a) If the “Band Shirt” has been earned, students are to wear the shirt along with jeans.  In cold weather, the band sweatshirt or Potomac High School Letterman Jacket can be worn.
(b) If the “Band Shirt” has not been earned, students will remain in their band uniform
- At no time are students allowed to wear bandanas, hats (except band knit hat), or do-rags

- Students are expected to dress up (no jeans, t-shirts, or tennis shoes) on Fridays during the competitive season

IX Fees/Charges (ALL CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO PHS BAND BOOSTERS)
A Marching Band fee is $200 for the returning members and $230 for new members.
- The fee partially covers:  Drill/show design, staffing, transportation, competition costs, uniform cleaning, maintenance and replacement of equipment, band materials and supplies. 
B One pair of gloves are included in the Marching Band Fee; additional pairs may be purchased from the Band Boosters for $5
C All band members and guard shoes are $35. New shoes are only necessary for first time marchers or for members who have outgrown them. If returners need shoes, they may be paid for ($230) when the application is due to save $5.
D We want all interested students to participate in Marching Band – We do not want anyone to not participate because of financial reasons.  If there are specific financial concerns, parents are encouraged to contact the Band Director directly so that alternate arrangements can be made.  Students who have not paid their Marching Band fees or have not made other financial arrangements will not be allowed to march at competitions and will be added to the obligations list for Potomac High School.
E Payments that “bounce” or are marked “insufficient funds” will need to be repaid with an additional $20 charge in addition to what our bank charges you  and what your bank charges you.  This is a separate amount due to the Band Boosters.
X  Fundraising

A A crucial part in keeping the band program thriving

B Parent participation is highly encouraged.

C Individual fundraisers (85%) goes directly into student “accounts”, while the remainder (15%) goes into the general band fund for necessary supplies and expenses

-  Any money remaining in “student accounts” upon graduation goes into the general band fund unless that student has a sibling in the band.  The money will be transferred into the siblings account.
D All students are expected to participate in all the fundraising events

- Participation at Tag Day is MANDATORY! Tag day is always one of the first Saturdays in September.
XI Chaperones
A Parents are needed to chaperone every band event

- Football games, Competitions, VBODA Festival, and Parades

- A ratio of 1 adult per 8 students is needed for each event

- Help is also needed in the uniform room, concession stand and booster table

- Parent chaperones assist students with getting to and from the events in a safe and orderly manner

B Pit Crew – 6-10 adults per event to help move equipment on and off the field at Football Games and Competitions

C Trailer Drivers – The band carries our equipment in 2 trailers.  We need drivers to pull those trailers to Football Games and Competitions

XII Miscellaneous

A.  
Parents/guardians are responsible for picking up their student not later than 10 minutes after the end of all band events and rehearsals.  The band usually returns from a trip within 10 minutes of the announced time.  In the event of a delay, students are instructed to call their parents to notify them of the adjusted arrival time. If students are consistently not picked up within 10 minutes of arrival, he/she will not be allowed to attend future band events. The safety of each and every student is the responsibility of the Band Director.

B.  If any uniform has to be cleaned more than twice because of a student’s neglect, the cost of the extra cleaning will be the responsibility of the student/parent/guardian. This amount is approximately $25.
MARCHING BAND CHECKLIST
BEFORE SCHOOL IS OUT
-Band application and fees (Due by June 10, 2011)
-Two Emergency Cards (“Blue Cards”) to Band Director

BEFORE 1ST DAY OF BAND CAMP
-High School Physical Exam form filled out and signed by a physician
-Required medication forms to the Band Director

There will be a MANDATORY parent meeting on 
Monday, August 29 at 7:00 p.m. in the Potomac High School Band room. You will be able to sign up to chaperone, pit crew, etc. at that time.
POTOMAC BAND BOOSTERS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

A
Serves as the “Right Hand” to the Band Director

B
Chairs all board and parent meetings

C
Oversees all committees

D
Handles other items as required by the Board and the Band Director

Vice President

A
Chairs the Board Meetings in the President’s absence

B
Organizes buses, etc., band trips 
C
Handles other items as needed by the Board and the Band Director

D   Works to coordinate fundraising activities

Treasurer

A
Maintains all financial aspects for the Band Boosters

B
Orders all materials for the band

C
Handles other items as needed by the Board and the Band Director

Secretary

A
Sends all mass emails/notifications of all band events and items as requested

B
Drafts and/or proofreads outgoing correspondence

C
Maintains listing of all band members, forms, contact information, etc..

D
Handles other items as needed by the Board and the Band Director

